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6. Troll through used book stores, EBay, dollar
stores and public library book sales. Children’s books
in other languages are often sold at a discount.

Overcoming Obstacle Number Two: 
A Quiet, Comfortable Place to Read

1. Mount standard hardware store 
rain gutters to the wall or beg book 
racks from the library. Books that 
are displayed with visible covers 
are more likely to entice students 
to read.

2. Ask for donations of bean bags, 
large pillows or comfortable 
chairs. Make sure the room has 
plenty of light.

3. Encourage students to take the titles that are
interesting to them. The room will be mostly quiet, 
interrupted occasionally by one student pointing
out to another something interesting or funny in the
book he is reading. Expect chairs to scrape against the
floor as some students return books they have finished
or that they weren’t interested in and select another.
Students self-select interesting, comprehensible
reading materials, return the books they don’t enjoy
or find to be too difficult or too boring and settle back
into their reading nooks. It is important for students
to feel free to read texts that they find comprehensible
and interesting. Often they will choose a text and
then decide to replace it with something they can
understand better. The goal is for all students to
eventually read chapter books, which will further
stimulate their literacy development. Encouraging
students to explore COMPREHENSIBLE readers
and children’s books beginning in level I boosts their 
confidence and fosters a love of reading in the target
language. Students’ reading successes will provide
them with greater success in communication in general
(listening comprehension, speaking and writing).
Comprehensible reading activities allow students to
reach ever higher levels of language acquisition and
proficiency.

FVR is not a synonym for “Study Hall”

The students are quiet and busy. It’s tempting to take
attendance, catch up on paperwork or let students
work on make-up work. One of the most important
components of an FVR program is teachers’ modeling
reading for pleasure. Teachers who neglect to
read for pleasure during FVR time model the opposite

and undermine their 
goals. Some students 
don’t see
books in the home, 
rarely see adult role 
models read
and generally do not 
see teachers reading 
for pleasure while at 
work.

Model life-long learn-
ing and reading for pleasure.

Read while your students read. Read because it’s
fun. Read because it’s intriguing. Read because it’s a
page-turner. Read at a level that is comprehensible to
you to improve your own comprehension of the target
language and expand your own vocabulary. Read in
a comfortable chair. Read with your feet up on the
desk and if you want your modeling to be even more
powerful say, “Class, I need two extra minutes. I just
can’t put this book down!”

Jason Fritze teaches Spanish at El Toro High School 
in Lake Forest, California and presents workshops on 
Reading and other Comprehensible Input techniques 
to language teachers.  He is also the author of the En 
Español TPRS® Supplement. www.comprehensib-
leinput.com.

Karen Rowan is a TPRS® consultant through Karen
Rowan Workshops, Inc and presents workshops on
Comprehensible Input techniques to language teach-
ers. She is the author of the Prentice Hall TPRS®
supplements, the President of Fluency Fast Language
Classes, Inc. and the editor of IJFLT.  www.tprstories.
com / www.fluencyfast.com

One of the most important
components of an FVR program 
is teachers’ modeling reading for 
pleasure. Teachers who neglect to 
read for pleasure during FVR time 
model the opposite and undermine 
their goals.
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Found a helpful link or interesting web 
site that should be shared with other 
teachers?  Have an idea for an article or 
something that works in your classroom?  
Want to let teachers know about upcom-
ing state language conferences, work-
shops or trainings?  Send us an email, 
ijflteditor@gmail.com.

Subscribe to IJFLT
To subscribe to The International 
Journal of Foreign Language Teach-
ing, a free, on-line quarterly journal, 
go to: 

www.ijflt.com
Winter, 2004
Spring, 2005

Summer, 2005
Fall, 2005

Winter 2006
Fall 2006
Fall 2007

Spring 2008

To submit articles for review, send them by 
attachment to ijflteditor@gmail.com Links & Resources

Interested in TPRS®?  
Check out www.moretprs.
net, a new forum created by 
language teachers.

Fluency Fast 
Language Classes
Spring & Summer
Class Schedule
www.fluencyfast.com

Find teaching materials, 
readers, books, CDs at
www.tprstorytelling.com

Podcasts in English for English lan-
guage learners   www.eslpod.com

Holiday sale!

Learn Spanish on-line
Beginning Spanish with Karen Rowan 

(18 hours) $75 $15 per class / $25 all 

three classes

Intermediate Spanish with Jason Fritze 

(15 hours) $75  $25 

Purchase on-line classes in Spanish 

taught through TPRS®

www.fluencyfast.com/online-classes.cfm

Web design, Photoshop editing, 
fine art digital “giclee” printing   
www.2doors.com / www.make-my-
giclee.com Or email eric@2doors.
com

www.ijflt.com
mailto:ijflteditor@gmail.com
mailto:ijflteditor@gmail.com
http://www.tprstories.com/ijflt/IJFLTWinter041.pdf
http://www.tprstories.com/ijflt/IJFLTSpring05.pdf
http://www.tprstories.com/ijflt/IJFLTSummer05.pdf
http://www.tprstories.com/ijflt/IJFLTFall05.pdf
http://www.tprstories.com/ijflt/IJFLTWinter06.pdf
http://www.tprstories.com/ijflt/IJFLTFall06.pdf
http://www.tprstories.com/ijflt/IJFLTFall07.pdf
http://www.tprstories.com/ijflt/IJFLTSpring08.pdf
www.moretprs.net
www.fluencyfast.com
http://www.tprstorytelling.com
http://www.eslpod.com
www.fluencyfast.com/online-classes.cfm
www.2doors.com
http://www.make-my-giclee.com
http://www.make-my-giclee.com
mailto:eric@2doors.com
mailto:eric@2doors.com
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DATES CITY LANGUAGES
Jan 15 - 17 2009 Denver, Colorado Beginning Spanish, Beginning French

Mar 12 - 14 2009 Denver, Colorado Intermediate Spanish, Beginning Spanish for 
ELA Teachers

Apr 2 - 4 2009 Denver, Colorado Intermediate Spanish for ELA Teachers,

Jul 13 - 16 2009 Denver, Colorado

Denver Language Institute, Beginning Arabic, 
Beginning Spanish, Intermediate Spanish, Ad-
vanced Spanish, Beginning French, Early regis-
tration deadline for summer classes, May 31, 
2009

Fluency Fast 3 and 4 Day Classes

New classes are being added regularly! Please check 
www.fluencyfast.com for newly added classes
About Fluency Fast
Fluency Fast uses a technique called TPRS® , Teaching Proficiency Through Reading and Storytelling® .  Thousands of 
teachers attend training workshops and sessions annually. Thousands more use the TPRS® books in their classrooms. 
The method involves telling stories using high frequency vocabulary to lodge language in the long term memory. Simply 
put, TPRS® takes advantage of how we really learn -- re-creating the miracle of how babies are able to understand 
thousands of words before reaching the age of two!

www.FluencyFast.com 1-866-WWW-FLUE(ncy)

Speak and learn a new language in just days through TPRS®!
MISSION: The mission of Fluency Fast is to create and sustain a movement  that causes a global shift in 
consciousness by transforming communications among  individuals, communities, and countries and inspiring 
people to use language as a tool to build bridges with other cultures.  Our goal is to dispel the myth that 
learning languages is difficult and to inspire people to have fun learning Arabic, French, German, Mandarin, 
Russian and Spanish, easily, inexpensively, effectively and in a brief period of time. 

2 Graduate Credits available from the University of 
the Pacific for $158.

Class prices range from $129-$199.  Check our website for specific classes. If you would like
to schedule a class in your city, contact us

For classes during the National TPRS® conference in San Antonio, July 20-24 in Russian, He-
brew, Mandarin and Spanish, please go to www.nationaltprs.com.

Fluency Fast is an equal opportunity educator and employer.  We do not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
gender, creed, sexual orientation, disability or age.  

www.ijflt.com
mailto:ijflteditor@gmail.com
www.fluencyfast.com
http://www.FluencyFast.com
mailto:karen@fluencyfast.com
http://www.nationaltprs.com
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Subscribe to The International Journal of 
Foreign Language Teaching at 
ijflteditor@gmail.com.  IJFLT is a free, 
quarterly, on-line journal.
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The Center for Accelerated 
Language Acquisition
5 Day language courses in 
Arabic, French, Gaelic, and 
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TPR and TPRS®, Summer, 2009, 
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